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PRESS RELEASE
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
JIKA – THE BEST-SELLING BRAND IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Prague, 19 February 2009 – Laufen CZ, one of the largest manufacturing and sales organisations under Roca group, can be happy with its financial results achieved in the difficult times of the worldwide financial crisis. The year of 2008 was very satisfactory in comparison with the highly successful year of 2007. 
“Looking at Czech and Slovak markets, our sales were about the same as those in the record year of 2007; our total sales dropped by only 6.3% due to the decline at other markets,” summarised Pavel Štraus, the Chief Financial Officer at Laufen CZ. “If we look at our sales by brands, the market leader is Jika with 62%, followed by Laufen with 33%, and Roca with 5%. About 40% of our production is sold at home, while 60% is exported.”
Pavel Štraus also stressed the fact that Laufen CZ will pick up on its substantial investment projects also this year, with 90% of investments targeted at production modernisation and development of new models. 
It should be noted that Laufen CZ experienced a substantial year-on-year increase in the total sales of Laufen, Roca and Jika brands during the highly-successful year of 2007. This favourable trend went on in 2008 as well, with estimated pre-tax profit of CZK 155 million. 
LAUFEN CZ is fully owned by Roca group. Since 1999 it acts as a business representative of Roca group in the region of Central and Eastern Europe. All its brands (Laufen, Roca and Jika) are characterised by high product quality, attested by international quality certificate of ISO 9001.
Laufen CZ is the largest manufacturer and distributor under the Laufen Group, and also one of the largest in Europe under the whole Roca group of companies. It employs 758 people, from that 279 in its manufacturing plant in Znojmo, and 412 in Bechyně. 67 people work at dealerships in Slovakia, Hungary, Baltic countries, Ukraine, Slovenia, and Croatia. Since 2006, ceramic sanitary ware under the Czech brand of Jika has been also manufactured in Petersburg, Russia, designed for the Russian market only. 
Roca group is world No. 1 in the manufacturing of ceramic sanitary ware and complete bathroom equipment. It employs around 16,000 people in more than 80 countries worldwide. Its annual production represents more than 22 million ceramic products sold under nearly twenty brand names, manufactured in Roca´s plants in Spain, Portugal, Poland, Czech Republic, Austria, Switzerland, Italy, USA, Dominican Republic, Peru, Brazil, Argentina, Morocco, Turkey, China, and Thailand. Annual sales of the group amount to more than 1.6 billion Euro.
Roca group includes Laufen company of Switzerland, which employs more than 2,000 people in 17 countries worldwide. Its six manufacturing plants in Switzerland, Austria, Bulgaria, and Czech Republic make around 4.5 million ceramic products each year. In cooperation with more than 800 business partners it declares sales of 180 million Euro.
www.laufen.cz
http://presskit.jika.eu
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