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Press release
Tiling the kitchen ensures easy clean-up and beautifies the room
Prague, 13 September 2017 – The kitchen is a place where we spend a lot of time, whether cooking or just sitting with family or friends. For a kitchen that is practical and needs minimal maintenance, we recommend choosing ceramic tiles for the floor and above the kitchen countertop.
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For many people, the kitchen is one of the most important rooms in the house, a place where they spend much of their time at home. That’s exactly why it deserves extra attention when furnishing it or during reconstruction. Floor covering is important, because the kitchen floor gets a lot of wear and tear. Ceramic tile is a flooring material that can withstand heavy stress, is easy to maintain and can even handle the room’s higher humidity.
In the kitchen, various fluids (sometimes even hot ones) can drip onto the floor, and sharp or heavy objects fall on it. For these reasons, it is good to choose a high-quality product. “To have a safe and beautiful kitchen, the tiles have to meet certain criteria. Ability to withstand a heavy load and resistance to abrasion are important. Floor tiles should also be easy to clean, so for the kitchen we should opt for tiles with a smoother surface. Other essential properties are low moisture absorption and an anti-slip surface. For most households, tiles in the R9-R10 category will suffice,” explains Eduard Justa, a tile consultant for the JIKA brand.

We also should consider that impurities or fluids can also get into the joints between floor tiles in the kitchen. “When pointing the tiles, we should choose an acid-resistant grout. The kitchen is actually like a small chemistry laboratory, and if various kinds of fruit juices or other aggressive substances wind up on the floor, they can leave stains that are nearly impossible to clean,” warns Justa.

Warmth from the floor
On its own, ceramic tiling is usually cooler to the touch, so it’s good to install underfloor heating. Thanks to ceramic’s thermal conductivity, the tile warms up pleasantly, and this heating method is also economically advantageous. “Underfloor heating together with ceramic tiles is very pleasant, especially if the kitchen is located over a cold garage, for example, or areas that aren’t heated too much in the winter. We can use either a water-circulation system or electric heating,” says JIKA tile consultant Justa.
Large-format floor tiles
Using large-format floor tiles in the home is a very contemporary touch, and not just in the kitchen. “With large-format wall and floor tiles, the material is fragile yet supple. When using them, it’s necessary to use the right tools, frames with suction cups. But of course, the most important thing is the underflooring, which must be absolutely even. The advantage of large-format wall and floor tiles is that joints are minimized, which is also important from a hygiene standpoint,” adds Justa.

Maintaining kitchen floor tiles
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To keep the tiles looking good and obtain the longest possible service life, it’s ideal to sweep or vacuum the floor tiling every day and to wipe dust or solids off the wall tiles. When cleaning ceramic floor tiles, don’t use mops with silicones or waxes. It’s enough to wash the surface with neutral soap or warm soapy water. Polishes and cleaning products containing wax could create a waterproof surface layer that could change the appearance of the tiles. Objects that can scratch the surface of the tiles, such as chairs or tables with metal legs, should have protective felt pads stuck on.

Colour and design
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Nowadays, the range of tile colours and designs is vast, so it’s no problem to harmonize floor tiles with the kitchen cabinets and counters. "In addition to the standard natural tones, we also offer several collections that will surprise you with their colourfulness. Particularly on the floor, an unconventional colour can create a very fresh look. It’s also possible to choose a floor tile with a textured pattern imitating natural stone or concrete,” says Radka Konečná, JIKA product manager for tiles. She continues: “Because the area between the cabinets and counter is also very susceptible to dirt accumulation, it’s ideal to use tiling on the wall above the countertop. The indisputable benefits are easy maintenance and long service life.”
JIKA's floor tile collections can be combined in any way. You can therefore create a completely original and characterful kitchen, where you will be glad to spend pleasant moments with your loved ones. With the right selection of floor and wall tiles, you can visually expand and lighten the space of the kitchen.

About the JIKA brand: The JIKA brand is one of the leading Czech manufacturers of bathroom ceramics and tiles. The company was founded in 1878, when the first factory in Europe for producing sanitary ceramics and tableware was opened in Znojmo. For its customers, JIKA is a symbol of quality and tradition. JIKA offers complete solutions for your bathroom, whether you have a large space or a small one where every centimetre counts. More information at www.jika.eu
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